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Sound Mapping
Teaching Artist: Ilaria Ortensie

Guiding Question: What does our 
neighborhood sound like? What do 
these sounds tell us about 
our community?

Materials: 
Paper, Pens/ Pencils/ Markers, Phone or camera to document

Use paper and a pen/ marker to 
make columns to organize sounds. 
Your three columns should include: 
Soft, Medium, Loud

Goal: Make a map of neighborhood sounds
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2.
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Choose a place in your neighborhood 
where you can sit comfortably.

Set a timer for at least 5 minutes. Use 
the columns to write down all the 
sounds you hear.



Create a map key by organizing similar 
kinds of sounds.4.
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5. Assign each sound a different 
style of line.



Use your lines to draw circles for the 
sounds you hear. Draw the soft sounds 
in the middle of your paper.6.

7.
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Draw circles within circles for sounds 
that you hear more than once.



Draw medium sounds around 
the soft sounds.8.

9. Draw loud sounds around 
the medium sounds.
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Look at your completed sound map. 10.

Reflect: What do these sounds tell 
me about my neighborhood?
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